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From our Minister September 2022

Prayers

Dear Friends,
During my sabbatical, Neville and I travelled to Oberammergau, where we sat
among thousands to watch the Passion Play* performed by successive generations
in obedience to a sacred vow.
At Oberammergau, those of us in the audience witness the play enacted on stage,
and also the efforts made by those who produce and perform. Those on stage are
also witnesses, and participants in a chain of witness.
The current production begins with the choir, dressed in clothing of the time,
representing the community making the original vow. As the play progresses
through various scenes, the actors, representing those who witnessed Jesus’s life and
passion, move on and off stage, and the choir, still dressed as in the opening scene,
move off and on stage, the two groups often mingling through these transitional
periods. In between scenes of the play, the choir sings, while we see tableaux
representing stories from the history of the people of Israel told in the Old
Testament. And all the while, we, the current day witnesses, are watching.
I was left with a great sense that somehow, though each group belongs to a
different time and place, we are all part of a great story running through
generations, and that we are all coming together in the same act of witness, and are
joined in the same community, ‘a great cloud of witnesses’, a communion of saints,
all participants in this life of faith.
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith,
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
disregarding its shame,
and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
Hebrews 12:1-2
Every blessing,

Hilary
*The Oberammergau Passion Play was first performed in 1634. According to local legend, the play
is performed every ten years because of a vow made by the inhabitants of the village that if God
spared them from the effects of the bubonic plague they would perform a passion play every ten
years. A man travelling back to the town for Christmas allegedly brought the plague with him by
accident. He purportedly died from the plague and it began spreading throughout Oberammergau.
After the vow was made, according to tradition, not another inhabitant of the town died from the
plague. All of the town members that were still suffering from the plague are said to have recovered.
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Your prayers
Please continue to pray for those needing special care and treatment.
Merciful God, we remember before you all who are sick this day. Give them courage to live
with their disease. Help them to face and overcome their fears. Be with them when they are
alone or rejected. Comfort them when they are discouraged.Touch them with your healing
Spirit that they may find and possess eternal life, now and forever. Amen.
Please remember in your prayers:
Those people in Pakistan who are suffering the worst floods in memory.
The people of Ukraine who continue to suffer the ravages of war.
The refugees of Ukraine seeking peace and safety in other countries.
The Russian people who are being denied the truth by their government.
The women and young girls in Afghanistan who are again being abused, mistreated,
and prevented from getting an education.
Those people who lived in Afghanistan who have now been placed in different
countries as they try to build a new life.
Those suffering from long-term illness.
Those people relying on Foodbanks to feed them.

Pause for thought
What is joy without sorrow?
What is success without failure?
What is a win without a loss?
What is health without illness?
You have to experience each if you are to appreciate the other.
There is always going to be suffering
It’s how you look at your suffering, how you deal with it, that will define you.
Mark Twain
September/October/November 2022 (612)
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Let us build a house...
The first service we had after lockdown we weren’t allowed to sing, but Hilary read the
words of this hymn (below). As I listened to the words that morning something struck
me. A very little word, “us”, became very significant. I realised that every time this hymn
is sung, a different group of people become the “us” and are committing themselves to
build up God’s house, the church. What a wonderful thought.
Trinty, like many churches, is in decline and I sense there is a brokenness remaining
from our time of separation. There is no avoiding that fact so how do we build each
other up to be a better house of God to which all are truly welcome? I wish I knew
the answer.
We claim to Worship, Witness, and Serve but I’m not sure how we are witnessing and
serving our community at the moment. It is not only the church which has become
broken during the pandemic, many groups and societies in our town have lost
members and are struggling to rebuild themselves.
For two years we, together with St Andrew’s church, offered a free lunch once a week
to anyone who wanted to come. These lunches will start again on 13 September. I
hope this will be a witness to our community that the church does care in a practical
way and truly, all will be welcome.
We can always use more help. If you cannot help please support this venture with your
prayers that we may be able to rebuild our community in a small way.
Perhaps we should be mindful though of the words of the Psalmist: Unless the Lord
builds the house, its builders labour in vain. (Psalm 127)
Daphne Tutton
Let us build a house
Where love can dwell
And all can safely live
A place where
Saints and children tell
How hearts learn to forgive
Built of hopes and dreams and visions
Rock of faith and vault of grace
Here the love of Christ shall end
divisions
All are welcome, all are welcome
All are welcome in this place

Here the cross shall stand as witness
And a symbol of God’s grace
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus
All are welcome, all are welcome
All are welcome in this place

Let us build a house where prophets speak
And words are strong and true
Where all God’s children dare to seek
To dream God’s reign anew

Let us build a house where love is found
In water, wine and wheat
A banquet hall on holy ground
Where peace and justice meet
Here the love of God, through Jesus
Is revealed in time and space
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us
All are welcome, all are welcome
All are welcome in this place

Singing the Faith 409
Marty Haugen (1950–)
© 1994 GIA Publications Inc
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Barnabas Breakfast Crew
Still going!
Our last couple of meetings at the Spires Café for breakfast were each followed by
a lively discussion inspired by Stephen Young and John Lines.
We meet regularly on the second Saturday of each month at
Spires Café, 8am. Our next three meetings are:
Saturday 8 October (Reg Scarborough)
Saturday 12 November (Malcolm Gibbons)
Saturday 3 December (Barnabas Aid; note: a week earlier)
The group is open to all men who like a hearty breakfast and
good fellowship. For more information or to book a place, or
if you are unable to attend please email Colin Spicer at: oldcdog8@gmail.co.uk.

Did you know?
When Apollo 11’s Eagle lunar module
landed on the moon on 20 July 1969,
astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz
Aldrin had to do something hard: Wait.

permission to take bread and wine
with him to space and give himself
communion.
The communion bag and
chalice used by Buzz
Aldrin during his lunar
communion.

They were scheduled to open the door
of their lunar lander and step onto the
unknown surface of a completely
different world. But for now, their
mission ordered them to take a pause
before the big event.
And so Aldrin spent his time doing
something unexpected, something no
man had ever attempted before. Alone
and overwhelmed by anticipation, he
took part in the first Christian
sacrament ever performed on the
moon: a rite of Christian Communion.
Aldrin’s lunar communion has since
become shrouded in mystery and
confusion, but the rite itself was
relatively simple.The astronaut was also
an elder at Webster Presbyterian
Church, and before he headed into
space in 1969, he got special
September/October/November 2022 (612)

Credit:
David Frohman,
President of Peachstate Historical
Consulting, Inc.

Men had already prayed in space, but
Aldrin was about to go one step further
– literally and figuratively. Part of his
mission was not just to land on the
moon, but to walk on it. To prepare, he
took communion after the Eagle lunar
module landed on the moon’s Sea of
Tranquility during an hours-long
downtime period designed to let the
astronauts recover from their space
flight and prepare for their moon walk.
The mood on the module was sober.
Both Armstrong and Aldrin knew how
important their mission was.
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“I was certainly aware that this was a
culmination of the work of 300,000 or
400,000 people over a decade and that
the nation’s hopes and outward
appearance largely rested on how the
results came out,” Armstrong recalled.
As the men prepared for the next
phase of their mission, Aldrin got on
the communications system and spoke
to the ground crew back on Earth.
“I would like to request a few
moments of silence,” he said. “I would
like to invite each person listening in,
wherever and whomever he may be, to

contemplate for a moment the events
of the past few hours and to give
thanks in his own individual way.”

The Gospel reading quoted offers us vivid word pictures of the love of God which
dances between the three persons of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and which
seeks to draw others into that dance of love and delight.

Then he reached for the wine and
bread he’d brought – the first foods
ever poured or eaten on the moon.

Several times in his conversation with Nicodemus Jesus uses the image of being
reborn: “born from above”; “born of water and Spirit”. It’s as if Jesus is trying to get
across how completely different life with God is – so different it’s like entering a
whole new world.

“I poured the wine into the chalice
our church had given me. In the onesixth gravity of the moon the wine
curled slowly and gracefully up the
side of the cup,” he later wrote.
Then he read some scripture and ate.
Copied from the Sky History Channel

Holy Trinity
Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.
(John 3:5)

How would you describe a tiger to someone who has never seen one? You probably
wouldn’t use this dictionary definition:
Fierce Asiatic feline mammal, tawny in colour, with black stripes.
But whatever words you used couldn’t fully convey the beauty, power and energy
of that magnificent creature.
A photograph taken at a family wedding portrays the people who were there and
what they were wearing. What it won’t convey are the complex personalities and
dynamic relationships, the sense of family history and shared experiences.
There are all kinds of things that we need to experience personally before we can
understand what they’re like. If this applies to tigers and families, how much more
will it be true of anything concerning God and our relationship with him as
Father, Son and Holy Spirit?
A website allaboutgod.com tries to explain the Holy Trinity:
There is one God, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son (Jesus Christ) and Holy Spirit.
The three persons of the Godhead are co-equal and co-eternal.

But words are inadequate. We can’t pin down an elusive mystery and restrict it in a
lifeless form. We need to find ways of expressing our understanding of the Holy
Trinity in terms of energy, relationship and creativity within the Trinity itself. Then
we need to go beyond that to discover something of the dynamic energy that exists
in the relationship between God in three persons and his beloved creation.
> 5 >
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We’re also reminded that it’s always God who takes the initiative in the salvation of
his creation. Jesus compares himself to the bronze serpent of Numbers 21, which
God told Moses to make to heal all who looked up at it. He offers a picture of
himself being lifted up to be the focus for healing and the source of eternal life,
freely given to all who believe in him.
The Holy Trinity in action is like a loving Father, taking the initiative in sending his Son to
save a world that may not know it needs saving.
The Holy Trinity in action is like Jesus, Son of God and Son of Man. He shows us what
God and love look like in human form and identifies himself with human pain and suffering.
The Holy Trinity in action is the Holy Spirit, bringing new birth, new identity and the
invitation to join in the dance of love and delight that is God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
God reaches out to each of us personally, inviting us to join in that holy dance.
How are we to respond?
Being born into a new life might sound scary – a journey into the unknown.
Everything will be new and different and we will be totally dependent on the
Being who has given us this new birth. Believing that that Being has given us new
birth out of love for us, we can also believe that the family of the Holy Trinity will
receive us with joy and delight and a faithfulness on which we can safely depend.
The words of Paul to the Romans give us further insight into our relationship with
God. The Spirit, through which we receive the gift of eternal life, is not a spirit of
fear leading us into captivity. It’s a spirit of adoption, a form of new birth, which
draws us into the family of God, Father and Son, so that we too can call God,
“Abba, Father”. We are children of God.
Images of God as Father and the Holy Trinity as family may be painful for some.
Sometimes words get in the way of truth and understanding. What’s important to
say today about the Holy Trinity, God in three persons, is this:
God loves the world and acts to save it from its own folly.
God offers new life to all who seek it.
It’s for us to respond joyfully and join in the dance of love and salvation which is
for all people for all time.
Reverend Stuart Ansell, from the Parish Window

September/October/November 2022 (612)
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Crossword by kind permission of Dennis Finch, Downsview MC
1

3

2

7

5

4

6

Scribbles

8

11
12

13

14

15

16

18

Minutes from the last meeting were approved and matters arising. There were no
items not otherwise addressed.

19
20
22

23
26

24

Reports:

25

27

28

29

30
31

32

Chair and Zoom host: Geoff Potter
Welcome and opening devotions led by Geoff.

17

21

Edited minutes of the Trustees’ meeting held via Zoom
on 6 June 2022 at 19:30
Attendees: Sally Russell (SR, Secretary), Geoff Potter (GP, Senior Steward, Interim
Bookings Secretary), Neil Adams (NA, Senior Property Steward, Interim Treasurer),
Val Newman (VN), Pam Hawkins (PH).

10

9

Reports from meetings

33

Across
1. The Lord’s one was his last
4. This warfare was fought at the
Somme
7. A sash worn with a kimono
9. Old Testament book
10. Chosen as the twelfth disciple
11. Hand or ear tool! (Exodus 21:16)
12. Upheld or protected in faith
15. This Wednesday is the first in Lent
18. Confine to a country
19. Borne in a religious procession
21. England’s smallest cathedral county
23. Obscenity
27. Sheltered side
29. Israel King in champagne bottle
30. Lame walk
31. On both sides
32. Hold in religious respect
33. You get them in your ear!

Down
1. Hindu dress
2. Wait ________ for the Lord (Psalm
37:7)
3. Empire established by Augustus
4. Healing (John 19:19)
5. Resound
6. Utter confusion
8. Indecent
13. Become a member
14. These pipes are narrow!
15. Does not believe in God
16. Heavenly instrument
17. Grape plant
20. Take oath
22. Faithful follower
24. Run away to marry
25. Evil spirit
26. Festival
28. Imitates
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1. Booking: (GP)
Booking forms for hiring rooms in the Church. These had been sent round
prior to the meeting for approval. The current form was approved. The price
increase will start in September and it was proposed that we review this
annually. The hall is very good value and will be advertised in Contact. Amanda
Thomsett-Tenwick has suggested that good trade could be garnered with
advertisement at Sandown school and this was agreed. GP will organise this.
2. Property: (NA)
The boiler in the coffee lounge is leaking and possibly in need of replacement.
This expenditure was unanimously approved by the trustees.
Bryn Hawkins will take over ensuring that the salt in the dishwasher is topped up.
We discussed the hostess trolley and convection oven and replacement of these
items. If lunch club is restarting, then money might be available from local grants.
NA is finding the property work overwhelming along with the finance work. He
is happy to be part of a committee and help out, but feels he needs to step down
and concentrate on playing the organ and on keeping the finances in order.
It was agreed to adjust the seating in the sanctuary, to make it easier for people
who find it difficult to stand unaided. We assessed the risk and discussed
adjusting our practice towards a more free use of the space for readers and
people to lead prayers of intercession. SR agreed to update the Risk Assessment
and forward it for approval.
3. Finance: (NA)
We are waiting for a meeting between NA and Michael Baybutt to talk about
our assessment as our membership has changed recently.
4. Safeguarding: (HW)
No news this month.
September/October/November 2022 (612)
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5. Eco Church: (SR)
SR mentioned trying to find some funding for cycle racks in the grounds.
6. Tea and Hymns:
GP did not get a reply to his email to Bradfield. There was not great enthusiasm
for starting this back up at this time.
GP mentioned a conversation with Angela Pilgrim regarding Michelle Legumi’s
outreach programme planned to start in September and there was a lively
discussion about outreach work in general.
7. AOB:
VN reported that the funeral of Josie Broad’s husband (Brian) was well attended
by friends from Trinity and others who had known her from Victoria Baptist
who offered support.
There are no further complaints about the after-church coffee or lack thereof.
We discussed the risks associated with no longer requiring those making coffee
to wear masks, since the prevalence of covid-19 has decreased further.

2.
3.

Date of next meeting. Monday 15 August 19:30 by Zoom.
Closed at 20:53 with prayer.
Edited minutes of the Trustees’ meeting held via Zoom
on 15 August 2022 at 19:30

4.

Attendees: Sally Russell (SR, Secretary), Geoff Potter (GP, Senior Steward, Interim
Bookings Secretary, Interim Senior Property Steward), Neil Adams (NA, Treasurer),
Hilary Webb (HW, Safeguarding Officer), Pam Hawkins (PH).

5.

Chair and Zoom host: Geoff Potter

6.

Welcome and opening devotions. GP opened with prayer, and apologies were
received from VN.
Minutes from the last meeting and matters arising, not otherwise addressed. The
matters arising were raised by SR who advised that the Covid Specific Risk
Assessment discussed last time was no longer needed. We discussed the pros and
cons of having a general health and safety Risk Assessment for the site and it was
decided that it would be helpful to make this the first job for the new property
committee mentioned by NA last time. PH reported that Bryn Hawkins has
offered to be part of this new property committee.

Reports:
1. Property: (GP)
GP has noted that there is a lot of rubbish outside the back of the church which
needs clearing and is also concerned about storage space. There are a couple of
> 9 >
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7.

8.

table tennis tables which it is agreed GP will ask around and see whether there
are Youth Groups in the area who could enjoy them.
Quotes received from a pest control company which is an annual payment for
monitoring for rodents with reduced cost for treatment, which was agreed.
The car park was discussed – GP reported that he is still using the sign and will
lock the gate before Saturday’s wedding to make sure there are as many spaces as
possible.
Finance: (NA)
NA is still waiting to meet with Michael Baybutt to discuss the assessment.
Safeguarding: (HW)
HW performed the safe audit on 26 June 2022. There have been two weddings
recently, the couples at both events have decided not to have flowers because
they did not want flowers, and this was agreed to be acceptable practice.
Methodist safeguarding rules state that advanced safeguarding training is
required for “all presbyters or deacons with an active preaching or pastoral
ministry (including supernumerary ministers)”. We have been advised that one
of the supernumerary ministers that has preached at Trinity is due to undergo
this training and should therefore not be invited to preach until it is completed.
Eco Church: (SR)
SR is still working on bike-racks, but despite requesting email communication,
the Town Council have not responded to any emails so far.
Warm Space initiative:
It was unanimously agreed by the trustees that we should support this initiative,
which is a Deal Town Council initiative brought by Daphne.
Christmas Tree Festival:
It was felt that we did not have sufficient support within the church for
supporting this in 2022.
AGM:
Proposed for 20 November after the service. The intention is to hold it as a
hybrid meeting once more. A list of vacancies will need to be circulated one
month ahead of the meeting.
Dover District Council Community Grant Scheme Application:
The last application failed for a grant to replace kitchen equipment and there
was no real enthusiasm for re-application. Other sources of grants are being
explored.

9. AOB:
There was no further business discussed.
Date of next meeting: 24 October 2022 19:30 by Zoom.
Closed with prayer 21.26
September/October/November 2022 (612)
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From the editor...
Well here we are then. After a lot of thought I have decided to give up compiling,
editing, printing, and publishing Contact. I have been producing this magazine since
2012 (57 editions), and before that I was still producing a monthly magazine for my
previous church since 2006 (75 editions, and a much larger version than Contact).
The loss of our church groups (M&Ms, Sew’n’sos, Prayer Circle) has meant that there is
less to write about (only the BBC still exists); I only receive one or two pieces each
quarter, the rest I rely on grabbing interesting items from the internet.
Church meeting reports and Trustees’ meeting reports make up the bulk of the rest of
the magazine – these would be better produced soon after they occur as an addition to
the weekly Newsletter and will allow people to raise any comments they may have.
The Newsletter has become a better and quicker source of information for most
things, along with additional emails when urgent information has to be passed on.
I hope to be able to continue producing the Newsletter for as long as I can.
So unless there is a willing volunteer to take over the production of Contact, please
enjoy this final offering.
This is one of many positions that are becoming vacant at Trinity. There will be more
when our AGM is convened in November. So it is important that we all think of what
we can do to help Trinity to prosper.
God bless you and thank you for reading Contact over the years.

Geoff
The final issue of
Contact is put to bed...

The last laugh...
Two little boys were known troublemakers, stealing everything they could get their
hands, even from the church. One day a priest stopped one of the boys and asked,
“Where is God?” The boy shrugged and the priest repeated, “Where is God?”
The boy ran out of the cathedral crying to his home where he hid in a closet.
Eventually his brother found him and asked, “What’s wrong?” The crying boy
replied, “We’re in trouble now! God is missing and they think we took him!”
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Events for September–November
Trinity services are in italics, Communion services are in bold.

Septembeer
Monday 12
Wednesday 14
Sunday 18
Monday 19
Wednesday 21
Sunday 25
Monday 26
Wednesday 28

2.00
11.00
10.30
2.00
11.00
10.00
2.00
11.00

Zoom Bible Group†
Bible Study Group†
Rev Hilary Nabarro
Zoom Bible Group†
Bible Study Group†
Daphne Tutton/Geoff Potter (Harvest festival)
Zoom Bible Group†
Bible Study Group†

10.30
11.30
2.00
11.00
8.00
10.30
2.00
11.00
10.30
2.00
11.00
10.30
2.00
7.30
11.00
10.30
2.00

Rev Hilary Nabarro
Special Church meeting
Zoom Bible Group†
Bible Study Group†
Barnabas Breakfast Crew
Mrs Christine Barker
Zoom Bible Group†
Bible Study Group†
Rev Hilary Nabarro
Zoom Bible Group†
Bible Study Group†
Rev John Lines
Zoom Bible Group†
Trustee’s Meeting
Bible Study Group†
Deacon Michelle Legumi
Zoom Bible Group†

11.00
10.30
7.30
11.00
8.00
10.30
11.00
10.30
11.30
2.00
11.00
10.30
2.00
11.00

Bible Study Group†
Rev Hilary Nabarro
Trustee’s Meeting?
Bible Study Group†
Barnabas Breakfast Crew
Rev Chris Hayward
Bible Study Group†
Rev Hilary Nabarro
Annual Church meeting
Zoom Bible Group†
Bible Study Group†
Mr Stephen Robinson
Zoom Bible Group†
Bible Study Group†

October
Sunday 2
Monday 3
Wednesday 5
Saturday 8
Sunday 9
Monday 10
Wednesday 12
Sunday 16
Monday 17
Wednesday 19
Sunday 23
Monday 24
Wednesday 26
Sunday 30
Monday 31

November
Wednesday 2
Sunday 6
Monday 7
Wednesday 9
Saturday 12
Sunday 13
Wednesday 17
Sunday 20
Monday 21
Wednesday 23
Sunday 27
Monday 28
Wednesday 30

† Please check the weekly Newsletter to see that the group is meeting.
September/October/November 2022 (612)
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Contacts and groups
Trinity Church
Union Road
Deal
CT14 6EA
01304 372 002
trinitychurchdeal@gmail.com

Regular meeting groups
Bible Study Group
Please watch the weekly Newsletter for
when this group is meetng
Monday Zoom Bible Study
littlesal006@gmail.com

Church office holders
Minister:
Rev Hilary Nabarro 01303 268 621
hnabarro@yahoo.com

Senior Steward:
Geoff Potter

01304 360 974

Church Meeting Secretary:
Vacant
Safeguarding Officer:
Hilary Webb

01304 620 797

Barnabas Breakfast Crew:
8am second Saturday of each month at
Spires Café
Colin Spicer
01304 367 156
Trinity Toddlers:
9.30am Tuesdays (Thursdays possibly
soon) during term time.
Sherry Freeman
07980 993 406
Please watch the weekly Newsletter for
additions/cancellations.

Church Treasurer:
Vacant (Neil Adams is filling this role on a
temporary basis)
Gift Aid Secretary:
Neil Adams
Envelope Secretary:
Hilary Webb

01304 620 797

Pastoral Secretary:
Daphne Tutton

01304 368 370

Booking Secretary:
Geoff Potter (Interim) 01304 360 974
trinitychurchbooking@gmail.com

Contact Editor:
Vacant
Weekly newsletter:
Geoff Potter

01304 360 974

geoffrey.potter@btinternet.com

(Items by 10am Saturday please)

Answers
S U P P
A
A
R U T H
I
I
D E F
N
V
I N T E
L
N
E L Y
I
F
J E R E
G
T
R E V E
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E R
O
M
A
E N
N
R N
O
L E
L
B O
P
R E

B
A
W
D
Y
S
W
E
A
R

T R E N C H
C
H
I
T T H I A S
L
O
O
E D
A S H
R
G
A
B A N N E R
I
O
P
D N E S S
E
T
A
M
L I M P
O
C
E
N O I S E S
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